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On 17 Cctober 1979, L= 3inn, a ¥Yistnamese ratug22 in rFrance publisnaad
an article in the Le Matin HNewspapar concerning Cul:zn vorees in Vietnam It 3 . s
. - el + A > = . - (3 L] = - ’ t " ' 3 3 — — .
Soviat missile launchar pases znd 33 Americaa Pu5 in Zznoi.  Numerous r;qlf S;Z:‘Sglt 52 ;ifa_a conclusive judgrzat conzerning Le Dinh's state-
attempts were made by the American Embassy, the USS-T, and Frencn - 33 ;;;g:natf rding . in Vietnam afier March 1%73. The hearsay i
. o ~ . - - . - o I Tas 3 - ‘e .~ =
oFficials to contact refug2a L2 Dinh. Refug22 7Tinelly was contacteg 2103 -3 rormation s sus;=c to many variables. Hz2 w2s abiz to give partidl
oced to be interviesad by the DIA Debriefing T2am c5 ot a- 4 cescriptions of only thres US Plis in the :ro < 33 whom Y N
agrbe O — ]n eere.l~ y i e r|~‘ ln:’ ‘-—.—:“ Cn ‘_ A‘Oveuioer 17/90 -4 a ]]‘ . N Ay . n‘ - Vup 0 3 33 .'a'}Ol:; he CDS&{'\J&d
& fégsona 8{. (1) a USHC Captain who defacted 2t 722 Sanh in 1933;
- - ° - z 4 [} ] . . - . ~ 0 . - :- on }ct - ' o - P e ? = H S
The team's debrief of Le Dinh began as scnaculed oa 22 hovemder. The 3 e Kr e 8lack andrgne Mexican USMC NCO arzillery=zn who were czptured
2| e Sanh in-1928. Unfortunately, much of tnz szscripltive cara was
> fedtel UL sCripiive cata was

team conducted 21 hours of formal debriefing and acgroximeately nine Lours
of casual conversations during dinner engagarants. Le Dinh was very
cooperative and is willing to participate in follow-up interviews.

based on hearsay information. Effort )
on_ 3y 1 n . s will be =
descriptions with unaccounted-for US&C personsél?

Le Dinh's account of his position in the Mi

Le Dinh explained that he had deliberately fabricatad much of the 2 N istry of Dafense a -ea .
information that he provided to the French journalist. For example, he ?ﬁfgg;gg?ggcﬂo Tﬂat SOS]t?O" could have providzZ 2ccess to thapgyp§°o§°
had never been an officer in the Army of tha PRepubiic of Vietnam. The e has gescribed. DIA's analysis ccatinues.

details which he presented to tne debriefing team lcaves 1ittle doubt
that he possesses somz authentic information about US 2Ws. Le Dinh was
an analyst in the Combined Research Office o7 tha2 E&=2s52arch Department
(C-14) in the Political General Department Vor tne “inistry of National
- Defense, of the Socialist Republic of Vietnan. As cribed by Le Dinn,
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the Political General Department performs 2 rcle rouziiy equivalent to
the US Dafense Intelligence Agancy. .le Dinz's o7i

trative control and coordinaticn over sevar ctions
responsible for the administration and exgisi
camacitv as an analyst, Le Dinh hed access ¢ 2
inTormation concerning US Pls in Vietnam b2twesn
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including those
u's. In nRis
cs Zzzurznts and hearsay
572 znd early 157a.
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Le Dinn demonstrated intimate knowledge oV =vents
vnovm US PWs, including Captain John FcCain, USH,
Homecoming. However, he volunteered very 1it=le
these persons or SRV policy for exploiting US Pus
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Le Dinh claimed to have personally observed on two sccasions in 1974, 2
group of 33 US military who had chosen to rz=main in Vietnam atter tha closs
of hostilities. This group is quartered in a housing arsa on the vwastern
edge of Hanoi City. Le Dinh claims to havs seen d&zzumants confirming

that these 33 persons are undergoing extensive training prepiring tham

to conduct activities in support of the Communist Party of the US folilowing
their clandestine return to the US. Le Dinh claimsd to have heard rumors
in his department, shortly after tne Peoples Republic of China seized th2
Paracel Islands (1974), that the entire pogulation of a camp containing

. .US PWs and about 60 guards located somewhera np2ar tn2 nerthern border witn
China had disarpeared without a trace (#F1). He aisz claimsd thal on : -
several occasions he heard General-grade 677 s s==t2 that tne SAY
continued to hold a “strategic weapon” of ascut 703 US Fis. .
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v - Le Dinn

Le Matin, a French nesspaper, printed an article ir its 17 October 1979
issuz reporting an interview with Le Oinh, 2 Vietnamase rafugee, who

had personal access to 33 Ararican prisonersz as of 12372, Thes2 men were
considerad "progressive" and sympatnetic to tha communis®t cause. Some-
of these individuals were reportadly successiul in having members cof
their family join tham. Le Dinh also observad six Caucasians in 1975
who were working at the Danang radar statiorn. Ha was 2gld that thess
Caucasians were "Americans who were captured in 30uin Yiztnam in 1989.

Le Dinh also provided hearsay information that approximately 700
American prisoners were not releasad in 1973 and r=main in Vietnam.

Le Dinh demonstrated that he had access to informaticn asout the North
Vietnamese agency responsible for U.S. PY matters. Hz has demonstrated
accurate knowledge of U.S. PW/MIAs prior to 1973. Le Dinh may possess
additional information about unaccounted-for Americans in Vietnam, haow--
ever he is presently not forthcoming on this subject. Le Dinh has not
furnished sufficient descriptive data on the 33 Ararican "progressive”
prisoners and the six Caucasian wcollaboratcrs" to identify these indi-
viduals. Le Dinh is an active, ongoing source. Ha- indicated a desire
to maintain a dialog with our analysts. A DIA regorc is being accom-

plished on Le Dinh and will be provided upon completion.
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SUBSEQUENT PH/N@&’OFFICE4ACTION:
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PH/MIA AUGHENTATION TEAM REVIEW
NAME/CASE NUMBER(S):

FOLDER REVIEW

--=fEstablish logical order

~-<-Clart{fy non-self evident notes

--=-Check with analyst regarding any missing data

- ~<Follow-up required

DATE: E;/'/‘Crf?ﬁ—'?75
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Contact with sources Yes

Polygraph

Collection tasked (HUMINT  SIGINT  IMINT)
 Production/Analysis completed

No action taken o

N

yes
Additional collection required:
HUMINT  SIGINT IMINT POLYGRAPH
Additional production required: -
Analysis Production Computer Support
~-=-=Concur with conclusions yes no
COMMENTS:
| -\
TEAM MEMBER: NAME

DATE:

NO N/A
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